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WHAT IS TERRORISM?
Terrorism is the use of force or violence against people or property in violation of the criminal laws of the U.S. for purposes of intimidation, 
coercion, or ransom.

 
CHEMICAL THREATS

• Chemical agents are poisonous vapors, aerosols, liquids, and solids that have a 
toxic effect on people, animals, or plants.

• They can be released by bombs or sprayed from aircraft, boats, and vehicles. 
• They can be used as a liquid to create a hazard to people and the environment.
• Some chemical agents may be odorless and tasteless.
• They can have an immediate effect (a few seconds to a few minutes) or a de-

layed effect (two to 48 hours).

BIOLOGICAL THREATS
• Biological agents are organisms or toxins that can kill or incapacitate  

people, livestock, and crops.
• The three basic groups of biological agents that would likely be used as  

weapons are bacteria, viruses, and toxins.
• Biological agents can be dispersed by spraying them into the air, by  

infecting animals that carry the disease to humans, and by contaminating  
food and water.

RADIOLOGICAL DISPERSION DEVICE (RDD)
• Terrorist use of an RDD (often called dirty nuke or dirty bomb) is considered far 

more likely than use of a nuclear explosive device. An RDD combines a conventional explosive device (such as a bomb) with radioac-
tive material. It is designed to scatter dangerous and sub-lethal amounts of radioactive material over a general area.

• Depending on the speed at which the area of the RDD detonation was evacuated or how successful people were at safely sheltering-
in-place, the number of deaths and injuries from an RDD might not be substantially greater than from a conventional bomb explosion.

NUCLEAR BLASTS
A nuclear blast is an explosion with intense light and heat, a damaging pressure wave, and widespread radioactive material that can 
contaminate the air, water, and ground surfaces for miles around. A nuclear device can range from a weapon carried by an interconti-
nental missile launched by a hostile nation or terrorist organization, to a small portable nuclear devise transported by an individual.

THE NATIONAL TERRORISM ADVISORY SYSTEM
The National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS) replaces the color-coded Homeland Security Advisory System. This new system will 
more effectively communicate information about terrorist threats by providing timely, detailed information to the public, government 
agencies, first responders, airports and other transportation hubs, and the private sector. It recognizes that Americans all share respon-
sibility for the nation’s security, and should always be aware of the heightened risk of terrorist attack in the U.S. and what they should do.

To find out more about the NTAS, visit the official Department of Homeland Security NTAS web page at 
http://www.dhs.gov/files/programs/ntas.shtm

BEFORE
•	Learn about the nature of terrorism.
•	Be aware of your surroundings.
•	Take precautions when traveling.
•	Leave an area if you feel uncomfortable or 

if something does not seem right.
•	Assemble an emergency supply kit.
•	Create an evacuation plan for your family 

and have a backup route in mind.
•	Determine an out-of-town relative that 

all family members can use as a contact  
if separated.

DURING 
•	Take cover immediately.
•	Stay low to the floor or ground.
•	Listen to local radio or television stations 

for updates.
•	Evacuate immediately if directed to do so.

AFTER
•	Stay away from the incident area; there may 

be danger of secondary devices.
•	Check for injured and trapped people if al-

ready near the event area and provide first 
aid and CPR if trained to do so.

•	Notify your friends and/or family of  
your condition.

•	Use phone services sparingly.
•	Listen to local radio or television stations 

for the latest information.
•	Check the foundation, chimney, and land 

surrounding your home for damage. Be 
especially careful of downed power lines 
and ruptured gas lines.

•	Report property damage to your insurance 
agent immediately.

?DID YOU KNOW...
The degree of exposure for people inside a closed building when a biological or chemical 
plume passes outside is reduced by a factor of two or more for typical American homes 
and by a factor of as much as 10 or more for hermetically sealed office buildings, depend-
ing on the quality of the air filters in the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning system.

Contact your Installation’s Office of Emergency Management for further information.

ACTIONS TO CONSIDER

TERRORISM FACTS
•	Terrorists often use threats to create fear among the public, to convince citizens that their government is unable to protect them, 

and to get immediate publicity for their causes.
•	Acts of terrorism include: threats of terrorism; assassinations; kidnappings; hijackings; bomb scares and bombings; cyber attacks 

(computer-based); and the use of chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear weapons.
•	High-risk targets for acts of terrorism include military and civilian government facilities, international airports, large cities, and high 

profile landmarks. Terrorists might also target large public gatherings, water and food supplies, utilities, and corporate centers.




